JaNuary 4th, 1805.

Read the first and second time, and committed to a commnittee of tha

whole house, on Thursday next.

A BILL

T0 incorporate the trustees of the Presbyterian Congregation of George

[

Town, and for other purposes.

1;“52 it eNACLeD, by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That Stephen B. Balch, William Whann, James Melvin, John
Maffitt, John Peter, William King, James Calder, George Thomp-
son, Henry Knowles, and David Wiley, and their successors,
duly elected, or appointed, in manner herein after directed, be,
and they are hereby made, declared, and conftituted a corpora-
tion, and body politic, in law, and in faét, to have continuance
forever, by the name, ftile, and title, of the truftees of the
Presbyterian congregation, in George Town.

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all aﬁd fingular, the

lands, tenements, rents, annuities, rights, privileges, goods, and
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chattéls, heretofore given, granted, devifed, or bequeathed, to
the faid congregation, or to any perfon, or perfons, for the ufe
thereof, or that have been‘purchafed, for, or on account of the
fame, be and are hereby vested in, and confirmed, to the said
corporation; And further, That the faid corporaticn may pur-
chafe, take, receive, and enjoy, any lands, tenements, rents,
annuities, rights, or privileges, or any goods, chaitels, or other
effects, of whatkind, or nature foever, which thall ‘or may here-
after be given, granted, sold, bequeathed, or devised, unto them
by any perlon or perfons, bodies politic, or corporate, capable
of making fuch gift, grant, fale, or bequeft; and the faid pro-
perty, real, and perfonal, torent, fell, convey, and confirm, or
otherwxfe dlfpofe of as fully and efiectually as any perfon, or
rerxons, bodxes pohhc, or ccrporate, may or can do; Provided,
that the clear annual income of all fuch property, may not ex-
ceed the fum of S,OOONdoHars, that no part of the ground now
appropriated, and inclofed for a grave yard, be difpofed of for
any other purpofe, and that the aforesaid property, real and
perfonal, be confidered as held in the truft, under the manage-
ment, and at the difpofal of faid corporation, for the purpofc of
defraying the expenfes, incident to their mode of religious wor-
fhip, practised by the above mentioned congregaticn, in confor-
mity to the form of church government and difcipline prefcribed
by the general affembly of the prefbyterian church, in the Unit-

ed States of America; of enclofing and keeping in decent re-
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pair, their grave yards, and other lots, with the buildings there.
on, and of affording fuch relief to the poor, as their funds may
from time to time allow, and for no other purpose.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the faid corporation,
by the name, fyle, and title aforefaid, be and fhall be hereafter,
forever, able, and capable in law, to fue, and be fued, plead, and
be impleaded, anfwer, and be anfwered unto, defend, and be
defended, in any court, or courts, or other places, and before
any judge, or judges, juflice or juftices, or other perfon what-
soever within the diftri¢t of Columbia, or ¢lewhere, in all, and
all manner of fuits, ations, coml;laints, pleas, caufes, matters,

and demands, -of whatfoever kind or nature they may be, in as

full and effectual a manner, as any other perfon, or perfons,
bodies politic, or corporate, may or can do. ,

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the faid corporation,
fhall have full power and authority, to make, have, and ufe, a
common feal, with fuch device and infcription, as they fhall
think proper, and the same to break, alter, and renew, at their
pleafure, to appoint a treafurer, fecretary and fach other offi-
cers, as they may deem neceflary, and proper; to affign them
their duties, and fiz their compenfation, and to remove any, or
all of them, from office, appoint another or others, in their
place, as often as they fhall think fit, to make, ordain, eflablifh,
and execute, fuch bye laws, and ordinances, -as may be deemed

ufeful, for their own government; and the {fame to alter, amend,
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or abrogate at pleasure, to fill up vacancies that may happen in
their number, between two annual elections, and to determine
upon, do, and tranfadt, all bufinefs, and matters appertaining to
the fajd corporation, and to the fecular affairs of faid congrega-
tion, agreeable to the rules, ordinances and bye laws thereof,
during their continuance in office: Provided, That not lefs than

five trustees be a quorum to do bufinefs; that no bye law, rule,
or ordinance shall be made, repugnant to the laws of this dif-
trit ; and that no perfon, whether belonging to the faid congre-
gation, or otherwise, be bound to pay to faid corporation, any
contribution, tax, or afleflment, farther than he or fhe, hath vo-
luntarily engaged, or become bound to pay, that the rents on
fuch pews, in the church, as are already {old fhall not be raifed,
unlefs by the confent of a majority of the regular members of
faid congregation, that arc entitled to vote in other cafes figni-
fied by a written application; that no perfon fhall be permitted
to hold any pew, in the church, or lot in the grave yard, who
thall neglect to pay the rent thereof, in four months after it be-
comes due, and that faid trustees fhall not interfere with the
ecclefiaftical polity of faid congregation, with the choofing of
a paftor, or other ecclefiaftical officer, or in any way with the
exercife of ecclefiaftical difcipline, further than may, or can be
done, by any other member of faid congregation.

Sec. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That the regular fettled fe-

nior paftor of faid congregation, fhall always be a trustee ex of-
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ficio, and when prefent at the meeting of the corporation, fhall
prefids,, and in cafes of equal divifion on any {ubje&, fhall have
a-cafting vote ; that there thall be an annual meeting of the mem-
bers belonging to. faid congregation, bheld on the frft Tuefday
of April, in every year hereafter, at the church or ufual place
of public worlhip, at which time and. place the {aid members
or fuch of them as may be prefent, fhall eledt, and choofe by
ballot from their-owm numbher, nine truftees, to ferve for the
year enfuing:their electiam, and, until -othens fhall be elected, or
appointed to sexrve in their place.

'SEe. 6. And e it furthes enagted, That the. {aid truftees fhall

keep or caufe to.he kept, in. fuitable: books. for the purpofe, juft

‘and proper entries, of all the proceedings and accounts of faid

congregation and corpora;tion, and have them laid before the
members, at every annual meeting, previous to taking the
votes, and fhall always deliver the {aid books, together with all
the property of faid congregation, and corporation, in good or-
der, to their fucceflors in office, Whencve‘r required.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the faid corporation
fhall have power, and they are hereby authorifed, and em-
powered, to raife by lottery any {um not exceeding three thou-
fand dollars, and by any {cheme they may deem proper; to be
applied to finithing the meeting houfe, and putting a decent en-
clofure around their grave yards; and for no other purpofe.

B
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Sec. 8. dAnd be it further enacted, That the truftees of the
prefbyterian congregation in Georgetown, be authorifed to appoint
managers of faid lottery, who fhall be feverally fworn, faithfully
and impartially, to fuperintend the fale of the tickets, and the
drawing of faid lottery, and before any of the tickets are fold or

difpofed of, the faid managers fhall enter into bond, with good

and fufficient fecurity, to the mayor of George Town, such as

he fhall approve of, conditioned, that the faid lotte‘r~y fhall be
drawn in a reafonable time, and that the prizes fhall be publifh-
ed in one of the news papers in the territory of Columbia, and
paid to the pofleflfors of the feveral fortunate tickets, within fix

months, after the publication of the prizes aforefaid.
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